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keeping so great a fleet on that coast, with six nimble        ,f frigates lodged there to do the Spaniards more harm        I than by a fleet and ease our own charge?"    But        j without  a  force to land, the Admiral judged the        \ design impracticable.    Blake's  perseverance in the        | blockade was  at  last crowned with success.    On         a September 8, 1656, Captain Stayner with a squadron of cruisers detached from his fleet met eight Spanish ships from America off Cadiz, of which he destroyed four bearing treasure worth two millions, and cap-       j tured a fifth with a cargo of silver valued at six hundred  thousand  pounds.     More  glorious, how-       i~ ever, was the action at Santa Cruz in Teneriffe on April 20, 1657.    Blake sailed into the harbour, where      I the  Spanish   treasure-fleet  from  the  West   Indies      > had taken refuge, fought batteries and galleons at close quarters, and sunk or burnt all the sixteen      ; ships without losing one of his own.    It was the     j most brilliant of all his exploits, and the last: he      \^ died on his return to England, worn out with the      f fatigues of the long blockade, just as his ship was      / entering Plymouth Sound (August 7, 1657).                  V
Meanwhile, events forced  Cromwell into   closer union with France.    The Spaniards had zealously adopted the cause of Charles II., hoping to overthrow       ^ Cromwell by means of an insurrection in England. In       ^ April, 1656, Philip IV. made a treaty with Charles II. by which he promised him a pension, helped to       P maintain a little army of English and Irish Royalists in Flanders, and undertook to provide ships for their transport to the English coast.     Spanish money,       v also,  was  employed to further the plots  of the       s